
 

Attendance Policies 
 

 

Our instructional day runs from 8:20am–3:10 pm.  

 

The nature of collaborative projects and our educational model makes  daily attendance 

extremely important.  Peers will be working daily with group members on i3 projects, checking in 

with Pros on curriculum, and keeping up with advisory and committees. Families should plan to 

schedule vacations or special programs in a way that does not conflict with regular school days, 

Peer project presentations, or SHOWOFF Days. 

 

Significant absences, repeated unexcused absences or excessive tardiness could lead to 

academic and disciplinary consequences through the South Carolina Department of Education. 

Appointments and other activities should be scheduled during non-school hours whenever 

possible.  State law requires Peers to be present 170 of the 180 days (85 of the 90 days of a 

semester) or they will be in danger of failing due to absences.  

 

A Peer who is absent for ten (10) consecutive school days or more, whose parents do not provide 

the school with an explanation for the absences and whose parents do not indicate an intent to 

have their child remain in school, will be deemed to have dropped from school enrollment on the 

11th consecutive day. 

 

Peers who miss more than the allotted number of absences ( 5 per semester ) are required to 

attend Seat-Time Recovery sessions. These sessions must be attended or students may fail the 

course due to absences.   

 

The maximum number of days that will be recorded as excused with parent notes is 5 days per 

semester. The only lawful absences are medical absences, bereavement (3 days) and principal 

approved absences. 

 

Absences for high school juniors and seniors may be excused for the purpose of visiting college 

campuses. When applying for college visits, Peers must adhere to the following: 

1. Requests for approval of absences for college visits must be submitted in writing by a 

parent at least one week in advance of the scheduled visit. Requests should be submitted 

to the Counselor and Campus Manager.  

2. Approval will be granted for no more than two (2) visits per school year. 

3. Peers must submit documentation of the visit within in three (3) days of returning from the 

visit (letter from the college, tour documentation, etc.). 

Absences approved for college visits will be excused absences and Peers will be allowed to 

make up classroom work. 
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Lawful Versus Unlawful Absences 
While the Administrators of NEXT Schools reserve the right to make a final determination as to 

whether an absence is lawful or unlawful, in general,  lawful absences  are those for which the 

parent has submitted: a parent note (only the 1st 5), a medical note, a bereavement note or a 

principal approved absence.   Unlawful absences  are parent notes (over 5) and those for which 

there is no documentation or obvious necessity. 

 

Early Dismissals 
Peers cannot leave campus during the school day without prior written consent from their 

parents or guardians.   We must have written documentation from a parent/guardian for early 

dismissals and this documentation must include contact information for the parent/guardian so 

that we can verify the dismissal.  E-mails from the parent e-mail address on file will suffice as 

written documentation.  NEXT Schools have the prerogative to call and verify emails or early 

dismissal at any time to ensure the safety of our students. 

 

Parents/guardians must come inside the NEXT School facility to the main desk and physically 

sign Peers out of school if the dismissal is prior to 3:10  (unless the Peer is a student driver) .  We 

ask that parents/guardians remain at the front desk until the Peer arrives and is released into 

parent/guardian custody. 

 

Tardy Policy 
Peers who arrive at school late or return to school from a midday appointment must  check in at 

the front desk and provide a note from a parent/guardian regarding the tardy  in order to be 

allowed to participate in the remainder of the school day. The parent note will not necessarily 

excuse the tardy, but is required to ensure that the parent was aware of the student’s 

whereabouts when not in school. Doctor’s notes will be accepted as excused absences, but may 

be verified by the school. 

 

Before and After School 
Before and after school (7:45–8:20am and after 3:10-4:30 pm), a study hall atmosphere is to be 

maintained in the building.  Peers will remain  in the lobby area  and should refrain from noisy or 

disruptive behavior. 
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Seat Time Recovery 
Seat Time Recovery will be held on predetermined Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3:30 pm to 
5:30pm.  Each 2 hour seat time recovery session will fulfill a ½ day’s absence.  Peers that are 
tardy will not be admitted. Peers are required to pay $10 ($5 per hour) cash or check prior to the 
beginning of the class or will not be allowed to participate. Peer disruptions will be asked to 
leave immediately and denied credit for attendance for that day. The Pro reserves the right to 
ask any Peer to leave the program for any reason. Appeals may be made to the Principal or 
Principal’s designee. 
 

 

Make Up Work 
Peers who have lawful absences must make up work missed. The peer is responsible for 
contacting the Pro about making up the work. Work missed must be made up within three 
days for a one-day absence. If a peer was lawfully absent on the day a previously missed 
announced assignment was due, the assignment is considered due the first day the peer 
returns. If a peer misses a test, arrangements to make up the test must be made at a time 
convenient for the Pro. Peers are responsible for making up work when they are absent. 
This includes suspensions or school sponsored activities. Peers should work with their 
Pros to make arrangements to complete assignments, tests, and quizzes in three days. 
Peers who are absent or anticipate being absent for two or more days may arrange to get 
assignments from their Pros at school or via e-mail. Faculty e-mail addresses may be 
obtained at our website: www.nexthighschool.org. This policy applies to planned 
absences, suspensions and school sponsored activities. 
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